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March 1, 2022

Steve Sosebee
Palestine Children's Relief Fund
P.O. Box 1926
Kent, OH 44240

Dear Steve Sosebee: 

On behalf of Charity Navigator, I wish to congratulate Palestine Children's Relief Fund on attaining the coveted 4-star
rating for demonstrating strong financial health and commitment to accountability and transparency.

The nonprofit sector is advancing and expanding. As our organizations evolve, so do the desires and interests of our
supporters. Astute donors are yearning for greater accountability, transparency, and for concrete results from us. With
more than 1.5 million American charities, Charity Navigator aims to accentuate the work of efficient and transparent
organizations. The intent of our work is to provide donors with essential information to give them greater confidence in
both the charitable decisions that they make and the nonprofit sector. 

Based on the most recent information available, we have issued a new rating for your organization. We are proud to
announce Palestine Children's Relief Fund has earned our tenth consecutive 4-star rating. This is our highest possible
rating and indicates that your organization adheres to sector best practices and executes its mission in a financially
efficient way. Attaining a 4-star rating verifies that Palestine Children's Relief Fund exceeds industry standards and
outperforms most charities in your area of work. Only 3% of the charities we evaluate have received at least 10
consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating that Palestine Children's Relief Fund outperforms most other charities in
America. This exceptional designation from Charity Navigator sets Palestine Children's Relief Fund apart from its
peers and demonstrates to the public its trustworthiness. 

Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, have profiled and celebrated our unique
method of applying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evaluate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and currently attract more visitors to our website than all other charity rating groups combined, thus making
us the leading charity evaluator in America. Our data shows that users of our site donated more than they planned to
before viewing our findings, and in fact, it is estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced approximately $10
billion in charitable gifts

Your achievement and the 4-star rating will enhance your organization's fundraising and public relations efforts. Our
favorable review of Palestine Children's Relief Fund's financial health and commitment to accountability &
transparency is now visible on our website.

We wish you continued success in your charitable endeavors.

Sincerely,

Michael Thatcher
President and CEO
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PCRF STAFF

Gaza Staff

Steve Sosebee President & Founder Imad Nassereddin Chief Executive Officer

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

West BankUSA/EU StaffDr. Khaled Abughazaleh
Chairman of the Board/USA

Ashraf Abu Issa
Vice Chairman/Qatar

Marwan ElMasri
Secretary/USA

Fawaz Saad
Treasurer/USA

Oussama Aboughazale
Chile

Vivian Khalaf
USA

Said Shehadeh
UK

Tania Nasir
USA

Fatima Abu Ghazaleh
Jordan

Dr. Aziza Nassar
Executive Committee/Palestine

Dr. Walid Massoud
Jordan

Naseem Tuffah
USA

Dr. Musa Nasir
Chairman Emeritus/USA

Mohammad Al Hajj  Lebanon Team Leader
Lina Aqrabawi Admin, Accounting, and Procurement 
Tarek Hlaihel Admin, Accounting, and Procurement 
Ekhlas Hussein Program Coordinator 
Aref Jaber Program Coordinator 
Farah Khattab Field Worker
Wael Moussa Field Worker

Suhail Flaifl Gaza Area Manager
Nima Ashour Gaza Cancer Department Coordinator
Mohammad Afana South Gaza Area Coordinator
Khaled Najjar Central Gaza Area Coordinator 
Asma Noman North Gaza Area Coordinator
Hadil Saqqa Amputee Program Coordinator
Fadi Talouli Procurement Officer 
Mahmoud Abu Khdair Field Officer 
Abdelazeez N Abed Media Officer 
Islam Hijazi Medical Missions Assistant 
Somod Halaweh Medical Missions Assistant 
Heba Kareem North Gaza Social Worker 
Reem Matar Central Gaza Social Worker 
Mohammad Abu Ghali South Gaza Social Worker 
Arwa El Farra South Gaza Field Worker 
Faten Kanoun Cancer Department Social Worker
Narmeen Al Hajj Cancer Department Social Worker 
Omran Shondoghli Transporter and Cleaner

Sarah Alrayyes Chapters Coordinator 
Dunia Saed Patient Affairs Coordinator 
Martina Luisi  Italian Coordinator 
Amanda Pudloski Admin/ Office Manager
Tala Habash Chapters Coordinator Assistant
Lisa Dickson Development Assistant
Adrienne Dabney Development Assistant
Phil Zemba Communications Manager

Issa Aranki Internal Auditor 
Arnan Bashir Director of Operations
Mohammad Abdallah Finance Manager
Mahmoud Issa Projects Manager
Eslah Abu Mayyaleh Procurement Manager
Shifa Taweel Assistant Finance Manager
Niveen Qdadha Operations Supervisor 
Birlam Irfaiyya Humanitarian Program Coordinator
Randa Shararah Patient Data Coordinator
Aya Kittaneh Human Resources Coordinator
Nada Alhasan Senior Staff Accountant 
Mona Fayed Jenin Area Coordinator
Maha Madani Tulkarem/ Qalqilya Area Coordinator 
Hana Abdeen  Nablus Area Coordinator 
Amal Haimoni Hebron Area Coordinator 
Rosett Abu Hadrous Donor Database Officer
Laila Hishmeh Procurement Officer 
Husam Salhi Procurement Officer
Samar Ghannam Executive Assistant 
Hazar Izhiman Procurement Assistant
Bana Abbadi Humanitarian Projects Assistant
Marwan Suboh Site Engineer
Jeries Haddad Accountant
Omniah Salameh Accountant
Dima Barahmeh Jenin Social Worker 
Niveen Abdul Hadi Huda Al Masri Cancer

Department Social Worker
Samah Souman Huda Al Masri Cancer

Department Social Worker
Aya Abu Harb Tulkarem Social Worker
Sawsan Soufan Nablus Social Worker 
Eman Abusalameh Ramallah Social Worker 
Sondos Alsheikh Jericho Social Worker
Marwa Khalifa Bethlehem Social Worker 
Alaa Osaily Hebron Social Worker 
Abdel Hamid Ali Transporter and Cleaner

Jordan/Lebanon Staff

Dear Friends,

2021 was a year of various humanitarian challenges 
for the children of the Middle East. First, the Covid-19 
pandemic continued to divert limited resources in 
already overstretched public health systems and 
the marginalized communities that depend on 
them; economic growth and development remained 
stagnant and, in some cases, even recessive, 
limiting access to health care. Then, in May, the two 
million-plus people living in the Gaza Strip endured 
11-days of bombings that destroyed infrastructure 
and injured and killed hundreds of civilians. 

On May 12, the main PCRF office in Gaza City was 
destroyed, although thankfully, no one was hurt. 
Despite these enormous challenges, we continued 
to provide hundreds of children with medical care 
that they otherwise could not  get through our 
One-Time Sponsorship program.
In addition, we provided support for sick children 
in our two pediatric cancer departments, which we 
opened in 2013 in Beit Jala and 2019 in Gaza. In 2021, 
we continued building our two main infrastructure 

projects at the Palestine Medical Complex in 
Ramallah- a new pediatric ICU and cardiology 
department. Both are planned to open in the first half 
of 2022 and will begin helping the children of Palestine.  

In addition, in 2021, we opened a new NICU in Jenin 
Hospital, among other projects throughout the West 
Bank. In Gaza, thousands of children affected by 
war and closure, COVID, poverty, and other factors 
received urgent humanitarian relief. In Lebanon’s 
camps, we provided food for thousands of refugees 
impacted by the economic and political crisis.  

In 2022, PCRF plans to continue to focus on the 
urgent humanitarian needs of children and the long-
term development of the public health sector. As a 
grassroots non-profit, your support makes our work 
possible. We hope that you will continue to support 
our relief efforts in 2022 as we work to address the 
humanitarian needs of children in the Levant. 

Thank you

I m a d  N a s s e r e d d i n
Chief Executive Officer 

Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh
Chairman of the Board

 

S t e v e  S o s e b e e
President & Founder
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Our Medical Missions Program was suspended in early 2020 due to the 
rapid spread of COVID-19 that has placed significant and increasing 
restrictions on the travel of people all over the world, within countries, 
and across borders. Despite these challenging circumstances, we 
managed to support 9 medical missions to the Gaza Strip and Jordan 
that screened 415 cases and treated 318 needy patients.

Volunteer Medical Missions

S c r e e n e d T r e a t e d

2
0

2
1 Mission Leader Specialty Team 

Members Hospital Location
Cases 
Screened/
Treated

Dr. Aghyad Mubaid Dental Mission 4
Cancer 
Department & 
Al Quds 

Gaza 145/145

Dr. Nedaa Skeik Vascular Medicine 2 Shifa Gaza 38/29

Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh Maxillofacial 4 Luzmila Jordan 26/17

Dr. Walid Masoud Kidney transplant & 
vascular 1 Shifa Gaza 13/13

Dr. Walid Masoud Kidney transplant & 
vascular 1 Shifa Gaza 9/9

Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh Maxillofacial 8 Al Hanan Jordan 45/29

Dr. Khaled Zagloul Orthopedics 3 Al Hanan Jordan 58/23

Dr. Walid Masoud Kidney transplant & 
vascular 1 Shifa Gaza 11/11

Dr. Mohamed El Zohiri Pediatric surgery 2 Al Hanan Jordan 70/42

In 2021 we were able to continue to support the building of a 
vascular and kidney  transplant program.  Thirty-three kidney 
transplant operations were performed at Shifa Hospital in 
Gaza.  The goal of this program is to help build an independent 
kidney transplant and Vascular program there, so patients 
do not have travel outside for care they can get locally.

Gaza Transplant Programs
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Sending injured and sick children abroad for free treatment is how 
PCRF started over 30 years ago.  Our Travel Abroad Program was has 
helped treat thousands of children from the Middle East at no cost to 
the family. In 2020 and 2021, the Covid pandemic impacted our ability 
to send children abroad. However, in 2021, we managed to send four 
children for treatment abroad.

Patient Affairs
2

0
2

1

Child’s Name Traveled From Traveled to Hospital Purpose of travel

Mohammed Mekky Central Gaza Egypt National Liver  Institute Liver Transplant

Kareem Hamayda South Gaza Oman Khoula Hospital Neurosurgery

Hamed Almassri Nablus Jordan The Specialty Hospital Reconstructive 
Surgery

Mariam Buriat Ramallah Cincinnati/USA Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Esophageal surgery

Area Cases Treated

West Bank 440

Jordan 220

Lebanon 174

Total 834

CHILDREN
TREATED
ABROAD

Each week we identify children who need surgery in Lebanon’s 
refugee camps and Jordan, who are going without care due 
to the lack of access to treatment for financial reasons. We 
procure hospitals to get reduced prices and save lives. In 
2021, due to the inability of PCRF to bring medical missions 
to the West Bank due to COVID-19, we added the West Bank 
to the program. In spite of the challenges, and thanks to our 
many donors, over 800 children received surgery through this 
sponsorship program. 

 One-time Surgical Sponsorship

Travel Abroad Program West Bank

Jordan

Lebanon
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Location Medication & Milk Orthotics Supplies Hearing aids Oher Totals
West Bank 97 75 45 85 130 432
Gaza Strip 77 134 15 49 2 277

Jordan 23 13 2 10 5 53

Lebanon 8 73 8 4 5 98

Total 205 295 70 148 142 860

Each week we appeal to our donor community to sponsor children 
in the Middle East in need of  medicine, medical care or other 
humanitarian support that they cannot get locally. In 2021, we 
sponsored 860 children in need of one-time sponsorship.    

Due to the ongoing exposure to violence and trauma,as 
well as poverty and the closure of Gaza, Gaza’s one-
million children suffer a high rate of mental health issues 
and needs.  Gaza’s women and children are the most 
vulnerable members of society.  Following the 55-day 
bombing of Gaza in 2014, PCRF set up a mental health 
program under our medical advisory board to put together 
a team on the ground to provide effective interventions 
for target groups, such as children in our pediatric cancer 
and amputee programs.   Our team in 2021 supported and 
treated 766 children from all over the Gaza Strip, providing 
group and individual therapy sessions, peer support group 
sessions, and family support through home visits.

One-time Medical Sponsorship

  Gaza Mental Health Program 

Target group Cases

Cancer patients 211

Blood diseases 72

Cystic fibrosis 30

Trauma 348

Amputees 85

Dialysis 20

Total 766

Medication & Milk

Orthotics
Supplies

He
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For 30 years, we have been helping children in the Middle East through 
a wide variety of humanitarian programs and projects. 2021 was a year 
of an even greater urgency in responding with effective humanitarian 
interventions due to conditions on the ground, especially in Gaza 
following May’s aggressions.   The following humanitarian programs 
and projects outline our support for children in the Middle East.

Humanitarian Programs and Projects
2

0
2

1



11

Annual Report 2021 Annual Report 2021

12

Location Beneficiaries

West Bank 186

Gaza 114

Jordan 10

Lebanon 32

Total 342

Location Orphans Syrian Families

North Gaza 111 0

Gaza City 106 2

Central Gaza 107 0

South Gaza 159 7

Total 483 9

In 2000, we launched a monthly sponsorship program 
for chronically disabled or ill children whose families 
were unable to provide them basic medical support.  In 
2021, our monthly child sponsorship program supported 
834 children and 9 Syrian/Gaza families, this included 

For over ten years, PCRF has been sponsoring summer 
camps for different target groups.  Following the May 
aggression on Gaza, we organized five summer camps 
for 80 children with cancer, a second “Camp Ability” for 80 

Gaza orphans, and other children. This program is 
thanks to the hundreds  of  monthly sponsors throughout 
the year who provide support to these children on the 
ground. We also partner with the Zakat Foundation to 
help provide hundreds of Gaza orphans sponsorship. 

amputee children, and 180 children who were displaced 
by bombings.  These camps focused on educational and 
social activities, mental health services, and other events 
which helped to reduce their hardships and anxieties.  

  Monthly Disabled Child Sponsorship Summer Camps

 Monthly Gaza Orphans Sponsorship

children participated in the cam
ps
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Project Beneficiaries

Supporting MOH Covid Training 120

Gas stoves & cylindersw/vouchers 1,890 homes

Medical Equipment for EGH 1

Pediatric Diabetic Support 148

Hearing Aids 6

Nebulizers 610

Winter clotheing distribution 1000

Providing nylon cover for poor families 100 Families

Home wordrobe for poor families 110 families

Food Vouchers : cancer patients 70 families

AC for Pediatric ICU - Al-Nasr Hospital 9

Food Distribution and Vouchers 6,907    

Recliners for Pediatric Cancer Dept. 16

Dental Care for Autistic Children 26

Medical glasses 750

Winter Blankets 1250

Children Dialysis Unit/Bedside Tables 40

Eye surgery 73

Project Beneficiaries

Three Medical Supplies Containers MOH

Beds & Mattresses for CP Patients                   420

Sponsorship for Displaced Children 110

Water Barrels for Displaced Families 1,000

UPS devices with batteries 100

Children’s event in Maghazi camp 120

School Bags 2875

3-Month Supply of Diapers 716

Surgical Instruments from WB MOH

Surgical Material from Gaza MOH

PKU Milk 27

 Thalassemia Medication 150

Cloths for Injured and Displaced 1750

Toys distribution 750

Medical Supplies from Ramallah MOH

Baby Milk Formula 1080

Gas cylinders Refill Vouchers 1300

Medical Shoes 200

In May, an 11 day bombing campaign on Gaza resulted in another 
humanitarian catastrophe that left one-million Gaza children facing huge 
needs.  In response, we  implemented a variety of urgent relief programs 
and projects that addressed issues of health care, socio-psychological 
support, humanitarian aid, and other direct relief for thousands of 
children. 

Urgent Gaza Relief
2

0
2

1
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Two years ago we launched a humanitarian initiative to support amputee 
children in Gaza by providing them psychosocial support and medical 
care at Hamad Hospital for Rehabilitation and Prosthetics. In 2021, 109 
amputees benefited from this program. We also sponsored activities 
throughout the year, including group therapy sessions, field trips, and 
other outings, improving the children›s quality of life.

Before we opened the first public pediatric cancer department in 
Palestine in 2013, every child with oncological and hematological 
disease had to travel away from their families outside of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip for medical care. Thanks to our donors all over 
the world, we have built, and continue to support, two pediatric 
oncological centers of excellence in which hundreds of children have 
free access to cancer care near their families and communities.

Gaza Amputee Program Our Pediatric Cancer Departments
2

0
2

1

2
0

2
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Beneficiaries Services provided

83 Logistics

45 New prosthesis and adjustments

7 Received upper limbs

31 Rehabilitation

20 Received prosthetic components

3 Received a trial prosthetics

5 Received assistive devices

3 Received psychiatric medications

Amputees 
benefited 
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In 2013 we opened Palestine’s first and only public pediatric cancer department named after our founding head 
social worker Huda Al Masri, whose dedication, hard work, and leadership helped to build PCRF for 17 years 
until she passed away from leukemia in 2009.  Since then, hundreds of children have had life-saving surgery 
for free in the department. In 2021, we supported child-life service and other humanitarian aid for patients 
and their families, and in September we opened a new wing of the department to enable expansion of care. 
In 2021, 1,141 children were helped: 200 inpatient and 941 outpatients, while 685 other patients had clinical medical care.

In 2019 we opened the first and only pediatric cancer department in Gaza, named in honor of two co-founding 
members, Dr. Musa and Suhaila Nasir.  
In 2021, 246 children had treatment in the department. We also began offering dental health care for patients 
and treated 145 children through 429 procedures.

Dr. Musa and Suhaila Nasir Pediatric Cancer DepartmentHuda Al Masri Pediatric Cancer Department

In 2021, we purchased $146,000 worth of chemotherapy 
drugs to help offset shortages in the hospital stores.  This 
reduced the referral of many children outside for care.

We supplied Personal Protective Equipment and supplies 
(PPE’s) to ensure patient and staff safety and bridge the gap 
caused by the shortage of supplies by MOH.

s the health system in Gaza does not provide food for 
inpatients, we partnered with other charities to sponsor 
three meals daily for the children during their treatment.

Chemotherapy

COVID 19 and protection measures

Nutrition

Activity Unit Number of Beneficiaries
Birthdays Children 4

Eid Clothes Children 25
Ramadan Meals Iftar (Mothers) Meals 97

Make a wish Children 10
Staff Gifts (Ramadan) Person 22

Christmas Gifts (Kids) Children 20
Christmas Gifts (Staff) Person 65

Christmas Lunch Person 31
Storyteller Children 60

Physiotherapy Children 40
Red Noses Activity 52

Activity Unit Number of 
Beneficiaries

Hygiene kit Children 60
Eid Gifts (Adha and Iftar) Children 100

Ramadan Meals Iftar 
(Mothers) Meals 297

Make A Wish Children 3
Summer Recreational 

Activities Children
77 

children/74 
mothers

Food vouchers family 86
Diapers for cancer children Children 40

Schoolbags Children 100
Mothers Recliners Recliners 16

EID clothes Children 25
Birthdays Children 6
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Our infrastructure projects aim to make a sustainable impact on 
the quality and availability of public health services in Palestine. 
The projects that are focus on filling gaps to improve public health 
services. In 2021, we completed construction of $5.6M and began 
construction of over three million more projects for 2022. 

Projects
2

0
2

1

Small Projects

Area Completed Projects

West Bank 27

Gaza 61

Jordan 5

Lebanon 8

Total 101

Jordan

ECHO project at Al-Farooq clinics

Upgrading the physiotherapy department by providing an ultrasound stimulation device at the 
rehabilitation center for disabled children in the Gaza refugee camp

Provided supplies for Al Aqaba Health Clinic

Lebanon

Upgrading the physiotherapy department by providing an ultrasound stimulation device at the 
rehabilitation center for disabled children in Al Shifa Medical Association at Badawi refugee camp

Provided an ultrasound machine and training to the Gynecology Clinic for the Women’s 
Humanitarian Organization in Borj Albarajneh refugee camp in Beirut

Location Activity

Gaza

Providing primary health care clinic with IT equipment for:
( Khaldia Alagh clinic, Al Qarara clinic, Quizan Al Najar clinic and Khuza clinic )

Renovating three maxillofacial clinics with dental chairs at Shifa hospital

Supplied Shifa hospital with five dialysis machines with special chairs, and maxillofacial surgery supplies.

Medical Aid Projects

West Bank

Opened Al-Baqa’a clinic to provide primary care for patients

Supplies the thalassemia ward with new pumps for children, and new NICU equipment for Jenin Hospital

Provided six oxygen concentrators to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society

Opened a sensory room for speech and occupational therapy at the Hatha Haqi Society
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Location Activity Status

Ramallah Ahmad Abughazaleh Pediatric Cardiac Department June 2022

Hebron

Rehabilitation of the Emergency Room at Alia Hospital June 2022

Rehabilitation and Equipping the Ophthalmic Department at AlMuhtaseb Hospital April 2022

Qalqilya Extension and Renovation of the Neonatal Department at Darwish Nazzal Hospital March 2022

Infrastructure Projects 2021-2022

Location Activity Status

Bethlehem Expanding the Huda AlMasri Pediatric Cancer Department

Completed

Tulkarem Rehabilitation of the Operating Theater

Jenin Rehabilitation of the Neonatal Department

Ramallah Mohammad Zaman Akeel Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
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New Jersey New York City Portland Raleigh San Diego San Francisco-
Bay Area

Southern 
California Tampa

Alabama Atlanta Boston Charlotte Chicago Cincinnati Cleveland

Columbus Dallas DC-Metro Delaware Detroit Harrisburg Houston

Italy
Loyola 

University 
Chicago

Ohio State 
University

Rutgers 
University

The 
University 

of Illinois at 
Chicago

University 
of Illinois 
at Urbana 

Champaign
U.A.E Jordan

North America

Europe Middle EastThe PCRF Student Clubs

Chapter Name of Event Date Project

Chicago Ladies Sob7iyyeh - 
Virtual Cook-Along 

January 

Support Newborns in Nurseries at Al-Hilal Al-Emarati Hospital
and Naser Medical Complex (South Gaza)

Columbus Virtual Cook-Along Resource room in Tamoun Village

Chicago 13th Annual 
Fundraiser

March
Safad Hospital Equipment Project 

Atlanta Virtual Fundraising Drive Safad Hospital Equipment Project

Tampa Virtual Cook-Along

April

Support children with learning disabilities in Bair Fajjar, Bethlehem.

San Diego Virtual Cook-Along Iftar meals and Eid clothes for kids treated at Huda Al-Masri
and Dr. Suhaila Nasir Pediatric Cancer Departments

Detroit Virtual Ramadan 
Fundraiser Safad Hospital Equipment Project

Our 30-year success as a grassroots nonprofit organization is due to the support of 
our volunteers from all over the world, which include both medical volunteers, and our 
community volunteers who form our growing network of chapters, student clubs, and 
Team Palestine for PCRF. They dedicate their time and efforts  to help injured and sick 
children who we send to their communities for medical care, and raise funds to help us 
implement our humanitarian work. Although the COVID pandemic continued to impact 
our events in 2021, our chapters still managed to organize various fundraising and 
awareness events to enable us to achieve our humanitarian relief work on the ground. 
Without the commitment of these volunteers, we would not be able to save lives and 
bring hope to thousands of children each year in the Middle East.

Chapters
2

0
2

1 Chapters Events
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Chapter Name of Event Date Project

Chicago-UIC Spring Fundraiser April One Time Sponsorship Program

Portland Still I Run Virtual 5K
May

Gaza Amputee Project

Chicago Ramadan 
Fundraiser Safad Hospital Equipment Project

NJ & NYC Joint Summer Picnic   June 

Urgent Gaza Relief

Boston Luncheon for Gaza July 

* TP4PCRF-             
.  Chicago
* Atlanta
* Boston 
* Charlotte
* Cleveland
* Detroit
* Harrisburg
* Raleigh
* San Diego
* SF Bay Area
* Tampa

Move for Gaza 5K June-July

Chapter Name of Event Date Project

Chicago Pars for Palestine 
Golfing July Urgent Gaza Relief

Detroit Benefit Dinner

August

Solar Project in Gaza

Cleveland, 
Columbus, & 

Chicago
Summer Picnic

Urgent Gaza ReliefBoston Move 4 Gaza 
Celebration Picnic September 

Cleveland First Benefit Dinner 

OctoberChicago-
TP4PCRF 

BOA Chicago 
Marathon Safad Hospital Equipment Project

Atlanta Fall Picnic General Campaign

Houston, & 
DC-Metro Meet & Greet  November General Campaign
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OUR PARTNERS
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