September Report to the
Medical Advisory Board
of the Palestine Children's Relief Fund

Dear Members of PCRF's Medical Advisory Board,
September was a month of great success for our shared mission of improving patient care,
saving lives, and furthering our long-term goal to empower Palestine's public health
system to become independent. In cooperation with the MOH and the Palestinian
Neurosurgery Society, our neurosurgery committee in PCRF held the First Neurosurgery
Conference in Partnership in Ramallah. In addition, our PICU committee did numerous
site visits to follow up on the assessments of hospital departments throughout the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. The head of our Cardiac Surgery Committee lead a team to Gaza
and saved the lives of 11 sick babies, the first pediatric cardiac mission since COVID. Our
oncology committee head did needs assessments for all of the pediatric cancer
departments in Palestine. The chair of our PICU committee was there to lead the process of
opening our new PICU and CCU at PMC. At the same time, we brought a senior pediatric
cardiac surgeon from Italy to evaluate the building of a new pediatric cardiac surgery
program at PMC. The co-chair of our NICU committee was doing Neonatal Resuscitation
courses for nurses and doctors in the West Bank, while we also ran many successful
volunteer medical missions in spine surgery, ophthalmology, plastic and hand surgery, and
adult cardiac surgery in Gaza. . PCRF could not accomplish this extraordinary work of
without our volunteer doctors and nurses from all over the world. Thank you for all you do,
Respectfully,
Steve Sosebee
Samer Elbabaa
President & Founder
President, Medical Adviory Board
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Palestine's First Neurosurgery Conference
.

The first conference in Neurosurgery was held by PCRF at the Carmel Hotel in
Ramallah on September 9-1o in cooperation with the Palestinian
Neurosurgery Society and the Ministry of Health. Many neurosurgeons
throughout Palestine attended and participated in this historic conference.
Several esteemed international experts gave lectures and provided new
information in this medical specialty. Guest speakers included; Her
Excellency Dr. Mai Alkaila (Honorary Guest Speaker), Minister of Health,
Palestine, Dr. Fadel Albatran, Head of the Palestinian Neurosurgical Society,
Neurosurgeon, Palestine Medical Complex, Ramallah, Dr. Fredrick Boop, Dr.
Samer Elbabaa, Dr. Zeena Salman, and Dr. Burak Ozgur.
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Needs Assessment through Site Visits
Dr. Cathy Woodward and Dr. Asma Taba from our PICU committee made visits to the PICU
departments throughout the West Bank and The Gaza Strip

PICU medical advisory board members Dr. Asma Taha and Dr. Cathy Woodward
conducted site visits to various hospitals, assessing their needs as part of our
strategic plan to improve patient care and reduce referrals out of the public health
sector. These essential visits ensure we have clear and accurate data to present the
best strategy and programs to positively impact the health sector.
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Strategic Program Development: Pediatric Cardiac Surgery

A significant goal for PCRF is to develop programs in Palestine that
strategically fill a gap in the public health sector. In September, Dr.
Fiore Iorio from Rome visited the Palestine Medical Complex and met
with Dr. Rula Awad and Dr. Ali Abu Fara to discuss building a pediatric
cardiac surgery program. PCRF has been working to build a program
in this area of medicine in Palestine for twenty years, but now with a
new OR, PICU, ad pediatric cardiology and cath lab at PMC, the time is
perfect for expanding and building this program.
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Volunteer Medical Missions

One of the main areas to save our children's lives and to train local doctors and nurses is to sponsor
volunteer medical missions from all over the world to provide urgent care for patients in public health
hospitals. The missions we had in September included:
Adult Cardiac Surgery in Gaza
Ophthalmic surgery at the main eye hospital in the West Bank
Plastic surgery and Hand Surgery Missions to Rafdidiah Hospital in Nablus
Pediatric Neurosurgery mission to PMC in Ramallah
Spine Surgery mission to Rafidiah Hospital in Nablus
Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Mission to EGH in Gaza
First Aid Training for Medical Students in Gaza
We thank the dozens of doctors and nurses who volunteered their time to treat our patients and train
our doctors and nurses.
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Neonatal Resuscitation training by Dr. Paul Holtrop

The co-chair of our NICU committee, Dr. Paul Holtrop, held Neonatal Resuscitation Training
courses in the West Bank in cooperation with local NGOs and the MOH.

Pediatric Cardiac Surgery team Save 11 lives in Gaza

A twelve-member team of doctors and nurses from Texas,
California, Palestine, and Utah, led by our cardiac surgery
committee head Dr. Adil Husain, did a week of pediatric
cardiac surgery at the European Gaza Hospital in Khan
Younis. This is the first mission in this field since the start
of COVID, and saved the lives of 11 babies.

PICU Committee holds a meeting with MOH to open PMC
Departments.

The chair of our PICU committee, Dr. Eman Al Khadra held a meeting with the
minster of Health, HE Dr. Mai Alkaila, the deputy minister of health Dr. Ahmad
Sheikh, the head of PMC Dr. Ahmad Bitawi, and several other heads of PMC
departments, as well as other members of our MAB, Dr. Sharon Norman and Dr.
Asma Taha, to discuss staffing and equipment needs to open the new PICU and
CCI at the Palestine Medical Complex in Ramallah. These are the two main
infrastructural projects PCRF is sponsoring to address gaps in the health sector
in Palestine.

