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As the leading nonprofit
NGO in the Middle East
sponsoring international
volunteer medical  teams,
we aim to provide expert
patient care and training
for local  medical
personnel and build
programs that address
defects and weaknesses
in the local  health
system so we reduce
referrals abroad.  

November was a month
that included several  of
our different committee
members returning on
missions to the West
Bank and Gaza Strip,  as
well  as needs 

assessments.   As we
get closer to 2023,  we
wil l  implement many of
our committee goals
and objectives on the
ground.  In addition,
we are taking on more
signif icant programs
and projects,  including
building up
infrastructure in
different hospitals to
increase their capacity
to care for more
patients and reduce
sending patients
abroad.  Thank you al l
for being a big part of
this humanitarian
effort.  



Little Wings Foundation Returns to Gaza 

 The orthotics and
prosthetic team was
led by Sofyan Tebbi and
coordinated by Seonaid
Biagioni,. The hand
surgery mission was led
by Dr. Christiana
Savvidou, OR nurse
Gillian Beale, and nurse
Abbey Lee. In addition,
to performing hand
surgeries, the doctors
trained local surgeons
in the department. 

Dubai-based Little Wings Foundation
returned to the European Gaza Hospital
(EGH) in the southern Gaza Strip to provide
care in pediatric orthopedics, orthotics and
prosthetics, and hand surgery. The team
was led by Dr. Marc Sinclair, a member of
our Pediatric Committee, and included
orthopedic surgeon Dr. Levan Kajaia, Dr.
Vivian Sinclair, and OR nurse Abedelkareem
Medoukh.  Dr. Sinclair and his team have
volunteered their expertise and time for
more than a decade to change the lives of
children who suffer from congenital
malformations and injuries. 



H A N D  S U R G E O N  R E T U R N S

T O  T H E  W E S T  B A N K  

El Paso, Texas, hand microsurgeon Dr. Jose Monsivais
returned to the West Bank to the Palestine Medical Complex
in Ramallah. Dr. Monsivais has given his expertise on several
past volunteer medical missions with PCRF through the years
in the West Bank and Lebanon. He has helped to treat
hundreds of patients and train local doctors. Dr. Monsivais is
a member of our Hand Surgery Subcommittee of our
Orthopedic Surgery Committee in our Medical Advisory
Board and worked with Dr. Abdulrahman Mariddi, a hand
surgeon whom PCRF sent for a one-year hand surgery
fellowship in India a couple of years ago. Dr. Mariddi is also
on the committee and is the primary hand surgeon in the
West Bank, 



AUSTRALIAN ORTHOPEDIC
SURGEON RETURNS TO GAZA 

Dr. Tim Keenan, an arthroscopic surgeon from Perth,
Australia, and Italian anesthesiologist Dr. Stefano Donato

returned to Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in the southern
Gaza Strip to perform complex orthopedic surgeries

unavailable locally. They also helped train local surgeons in
this specialty. Dr. Keenan has led many past volunteer
missions for PCRF to Palestine and is a member of the

Orthopedic Committee and our Joint Replacement
Subcommittee on our Medical Advisory Board. 



 American volunteer Urologists visited the West Bank for the week-
long surgery mission at Rafidia hospital in Nablus. The team was led
by Dr. Bradly Erickson, Professor of Urology at the University of
Iowa Healthcare. He was joined by Dr. Ahmad Alzubaidi from
Pennsylvania State University and Dr. Mohammed Said from the
University of Louisville in Kentucky. In addition to performing
complex surgeries locally and helping to train local doctors, the
team did site visits to all of the urology departments in the West
Bank to assess their needs and help guide PCRF in their planning for
improving urologic care in Palestine in the future. Dr. Erickson is a
member of our Urological Committee on our Medical Advisory Board.

 Urology Team
Visits  West Bank

Borcelle
Travel Agent



A U S T R A L I A N

O P H T H A L M I C

S U R G E O N  R E T U R N S

T O  T H E  W E S T  B A N K

Ophthalmic surgeon Dr.

Francis Nathan from

Adelaide, Australia, and

ophthalmic surgeon Dr.

Jagj Gilhotra, completed a

surgical mission at Hugo

Chavez Hospital in Turmas

Ayya. Dr. Nathan is the

head of our Ophthalmic

Committee on our  Medical

Advisory Board and led

dozens of volunteer surgery

missions for PCRF to the

West Bank, Gaza Strip, and

Lebanon’s refugee camps

and has saved the sight of

thousands of people. 

Dr. Francis Nathan

has saved the sigh of

thousands of patients

through his missions

for 20 years



r. Joel DeCastro, an Associate Professor of Urology at

Columbia University Medical Center in New York City,

returned to the Gaza Strip to provide complex surgery

and training for local doctors at Al Aqsa Hospital in

Central Gaza. Dr. DeCastro also did meetings and

assessment visits to all of the urology departments and

department directors in Gaza to assess their needs. 

 The total is to help build a long-term plan to support

these departments through training, equipment, and

more volunteer medical missions. Dr. DeCastro has

volunteered many times with PCRF in the West Bank

and Gaza Strip and is part of the Urology Committee on

our Medical Advisory Board. 
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NEW YORK
UROLOGIST
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GAZA



Presenting diplomas in
Gaza

British Palliative Care Team presented an advanced diploma
to medical students at the Islamic University in the Gaza
Strip. Led by Dr. Mhoira Leng, the head of our Palliative Care
Committee on our Medical Advisory Board, the team
included Dr. James Martin Leiper and Rachel Jane Coghlan.
They have been volunteering in the past with PCRF to
develop this critical specialty in the Gaza Strip by training
doctors, nurses, and medical students. Palliative care is an
interdisciplinary medical caregiving approach aimed at
optimizing the quality of life and mitigating suffering among
people with severe, complex, often terminal illnesses and
other diseases.



 Two-member hand surgery team from Paris, France, returned
to the European Gaza Hospital in south Gaza and Shifa
hospital in Gaza City to continue their decades-long
volunteering for the PCRF. The team was led by  Prof.
Christophe Oberlin and joined by anesthesiologist Dr.
Christophe Denantes.  Both have been on over forty missions
for PCRF since 2001.  The team performed 19 surgeries at the
European Gaza Hospital before moving to Shifa Hospital in
Gaza City. where they provided medical consultations and
surgeries to finish the week-long mission.   Prof. Oberlin is a
member of our Gaza Hand Surgery Subcommittee and Dr.
Denantes is on our anesthesia committee.  

FRENCH HAND
SURGEONS
RETURN  TO
GAZA


